Loew’s Victoria Theater
233 W 125th St
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What?

® Openedin 1917 as one of Harlem’s largest and most ornate
theaters, seating over 2,400.
® Though originally part of the white-owned Loew’s movie palace

chain, it quickly became a place where Harlem’s Black residents

went to see first-run films and vaudeville acts.
® The marquee and interior grandeur gave Harlem residents a

sense of dignity and belonging within spaces equal to those

downtown.




Importance to community

® The Victoria wasn'’t just a movie palace; it was one of the first places in Harlem where Black audiences

experienced cinema and live performances with dignity and grandeur, free of Jim Crow segregation.

® During the 1960s-70s, the Victoria screened films by and about African Americans, including blaxploitation
and independent Black cinema.

® The Victoria stood as a symbol of Harlem’s cultural vibrancy during and after the Harlem Renaissance.




Today

e Critics noted that while the project promised “affordable
housing,” much of it targeted middle-income families rather
than Harlem’s long-standing low-income Black community.

e For many, the new Victoria is a “stage set” version of Harlem
— preserving just enough of the past to sell the
neighborhood, while changing its actual social fabric.

e Its replacement by a hotel and upscale residences transforms
the space from public collective life into a private commercial

venture




