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HYPOTHESIS

We should reframe these sites as
direct accusations against this
state failure that actively chal-
lenges the state’s sanitized narra-
tives and rejecting their legitima-

cy.

Despite the fact that these two
houses lived in two very differ-
ent eras, the methodology of this
erasure is oddly similar.

The Stages of Cultural Easure
goes as follows:

Criminalize the Community
State sponsored stigmatization
Systemic invalidation
Spatial neglect
Narrative Reframing
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CLARA HALE HOUSE

LOCATION: 152 WEST 122ND STREET

New York, New York, 10027
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EXCLUSIVE: A Look Inside the CIA

Canthe
In th 's, New York Ci dured th k i , ch"ildl‘ell._ ”
dr;r;is19805, ew York City endured the Crack-Cocaine epi- Be saved.% ﬂ\

. . 1 - “One Block’s Battle,
President Regean anounced his “War on Drugs” and “Just Say . / Against Drugs
No” campagin \ and Despair ‘*'3«

ﬁi;ir Imuthers used '
Crack Cocaine users, in particular addicted Black mothers A d S

were targeted in mass by police.

Children were stripped away of their criminalized mothers
and labeled “Crack Babies”.

They were expected to be mentally and physically disabled
Clara“Mother” Hale opened her home to create a place of
black communal care, caring children whom the state had

effectively abandoned.

We remember the Saintly Mother Hale for her actions, but we
dont know what happened to the children she saved.




THE HARRIS -
NEWHOUSE HOME

LOCATION : 857 Riverside Drive, New York, NY, 10032




The Fugitive slave act made liberation illegal.

Anti-Literacy Laws and federal rullings allowed
post-master generals to prevent the ablity to spread or
read anti-slavery literature.

Anti-slavery Newspapers and authors were violently
targeted by rioters, police, and the local media.

Discreet messages were then used to comunicate

Media told the public that blacks arent capable of tak-
ing care of themselves

Local activist are campaigning the preservation soci-
ety to give the site landmark status but was told that
there was not enough documentation.
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Hale House & Harris—Newhouse Timeline

First recorded instance of ::': pumhasessba larger
Clara McBride (later Clara Hale) Hale taking in drug addicted fo I_fa"ln b'WH nstone
-] is bom. infants. r Hale House.
* 1905 Hale begins fosteringand <1969  Hale obtains a childcare ° 1975
caring for chiidren in her license; the program Clara Hale dies;
home. grows. legacy continues.
* 1940s-1960s * 1970 * 1992
| | | | >
* 1851 « Late 19th—20th century
House constructed. House survives significant
neighborhood change.
« 1852-1854 * 2020-2025...
Owned by abolitionists Landmarking and preservation
Dennis Harris and later campalgns Intensify.
John Newhouse.
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BLACKNESS AND OTHERNESS
DOUBLE ERASURE
PRESERVATION VS HERITAGE

THEMES
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WHAT IS AT STAKE?

Losing the oral histories of fugitive comunal care.

Allow black history to liberate itself from the
control of state controlled narratives that are full
of lies and half truths

Exposing the blueprint of erasure to prevent the
future erasure of black history and sites in Har-
lem

Force the state to face accountablility for its
complicities in failing the black community




FRAMEWORK:

“COUNTER ARCHIVING CARE
AND RESISTANCE"

The Harris-Newhouse house becomes
a vessel where its front facade remains
intact to highlight the effects of dou-
ble erasure, but the interior is liberat-
ed to stage performative archival rec-
lamation.

create an exhibtion space that shows
the process of erasure of both homes
and potentially other sites of harlem
that faces similar threats

We transform the interior into a nar-
rative chamber (immersive, temporal,
and affective).

Room 1

Projected footage, in-
terviews,

baby cries, warmth of
lighting.

Audio re-enactments
of meetings,

layered voices.

Home As a Sanctuary

Clara Hale's domestic
care network
Harris-Newhouse abo-
litionist discussions
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Archival Excavation: Collect fragments, oral tes-
timonies, photographes, letters, city records.

Sensory Storytelling: Use sound, projection, and
material atmosphere to reconstruct what can-
not be visually archived.

Juxtapose the counter archive against the
state controlled narrative to highlight the ar-
chival violence that incduced the double era-
sure that threaten the Harris-Newhouse and
Hale Homes

INTERVENTION



Crack Babies
The Worst
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