
Where do our vendors come from? Where do they source their wares? In East Harlem this has been an everchanging answer. As we 
researched historical records and spoke with some vendors we began to piece together a tapestry of interweaving records of connected 
routes of trade and culture. We identified seemingly simple products such as shaved ice (or raspados, icees, piraguas, frio frios, 
granizadas...)  being named by a almost infinite list of names and even with entirely new flavors developed on the streets of East Harlem.

Offers: 
Shaved Ice 

Vendor 
Offers seasonal 
and  traditional 

handmade flavors.

Needs: 
This vendor needs 
a cold storage for 
ice blocks. Each 
week she pays 
$100 for a truck 

delivery.

Offers:
Workshop for 

Vendors 
Her father is able to 
teach how to build a 

vendor cart.

Needs: 
The vendors need a 
nearby repair shop 
for either quick or 

long-time cart fixing.

Offers: 
Jewelry vendor
Representation of 

culture through 
different stones and 

gems sourced 
directly from Mexico.

Needs: 
These vendors need 
additional storage for 
tools and wares that 
are not in use at their 

stand.

Offers: 
Cloth vendor

Display of traditional 
clothes and flags in a 

fashionable and 
contemporary way.

Needs: 
This vendor needs a 
customized cart or 
additional objects 
that help them to 

display their wares.

Offers: 
Juice vendor

Sells traditional drinks.

Needs: 
This vendor needs a water 
station, daycare for their 
kids as well as a better 
cart with shelves and a 

refrigerator for ice instead 
of a cooler.

Offers: 
Food vendor

Authentic traditional 
comfort food in a 

place far from home.

Needs: 
This vendor 

expressed a need for 
daycare for their kids. 
Also needs a easily 
taken apart cart and 

nearby storage.

Offers: 
Produce vendor

Sells fruit and 
vegetables

Needs: 
This vendor needs a 

customized cart, as well 
as a nearby sale point 

where they can buy 
products that run out 

during the day.

the vendors of 116th st are always one or two steps from an emergency. 
there are some organizations that do their best to help. 

we would like to join them in these efforts.

PRECARITY


