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Black Nation Building in Religious Space
St. Martin’s Episcopal Church, 230 Lenox Ave

Chimneys EEg Tower
Tudor like group of [Easss

chimneys @

The tower has a group
of tall thin openings
that resemble the ones
in gothic cathedrals
like in Notre Dame of
Paris.

This project aims to evaluate the status of St. Martin’s Episcopal Church as a part of a nation
building project in West Harlem, NY. Through a study of the church’s history, prominent com-
munity participation and relationships draw to the notion of non-religious obligation that the
church has thus far, and may continue to enact among the Lenox Avenue neighborhood. The
architecture of the church reveals significant details of these relationships, as well as the role
that European wealth and colonization has played on the speculative imaginary of American
societies. Though St. Martin’s demographic context has changed due to The Great Migration,
White Flight, and current gentrification, the idea of the speculative imaginary remains present
and active, holding potential insight into the re-programming St. Martin’s church.

Gable Windows

Cluster of large and
small windows
inserted on a larger
room in the gable

Crosses

The cross's pinnacles
on top of gable roofs
have been removed in
most cases and
replaced. The only
surviving crosses are
inspired by celtic style
crosses that were
popular in the UK

: . during the Victorian
Rectory Age
The Rectory has the
largest amount of
different windows in
the building.

Fléche
A small fleche inspired
V- by european cathedrals

Vincent Smith’s “Minton’s Playhouse (Uptown)” at 116th St
Station, 1999

Main Entrances and Capitals

The main entrances
have the same capitals
that are in most
windows, sculpted with
acanthus leafs.

The entrances
themselves are
modelled on medieval
gothic portals.

Romare Beardon’s “City of Light” at the
Westchester Square-east Tremont Ave
Station, 1993

Second Floor Windows

3 Romanesque inspired
small groups of
openings

St. Martin’s Historical Timeline

As a nation building project, this intervention of St. Martin’s aims to engage the community,
bridging the gap between cultural norms of the mid 20th century and 2024, as well as be-
tween the public and this Architectural typology. Through this bridging, it is critical to coun-
teract the connotation of European elitism and exclusivity that such formal architecture
may allude to, and rather draw in the public as one of few true “third space” that welcome

all types of people.
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1937 - St. Martin’s Federal
Credit Unﬁor} u}rllder Rev. John HARLEM
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Al = Harlem Village Academies West Lower o
Harlem (Chewter School)
— ) A2 - Desper Leaming Institute (Gracuats School)
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you can’t work™ protest, Rev. A4 - Eaton Benevolent Soclety (soclal services Academic
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John H. Johnson joins AS - Anttiqua & Barbuda Progressive Society
{Associationy org.)
Al = Gol Sports (Sports school)
AT = Mindful Pilates NYC (Pitates studio)
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AD - Hawlem Childven's Zomw (Sociel Sarvices Org.)
A10 - Owean's Furwral Home
A11 - Full Specirum Filness & Performance —
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A12 - Excellence Plus Foundation (Non-profit
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A13 - NYVC Housing (City Gov, Office)
A15 - Emanuel AME Church Food Distribution
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1935-40s Vacancies rise in
Harlem due to white flight &
Great Depression. Increase in
Black community.
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1940 - St. Martin in the
Diocese
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1950s - Netherlands donates 1942 - Consolidation with St.
the carillon Luke’s parish

<= 1940 - Restoration
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Exterior Perspective A-1
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Exterior Perspective A-2
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