
ARCHIVING
101

A behind-the-scenes to the Harlem Place Memory Culture Archive

2:00-3:00PM  Archiving
3:00-4:00PM Collective memory Archiving 101 workshop



5 min intro - marta & jerome

 

 

The Place, Memory & Culture Incubator &
Harlem Place Memory & Culture Archive



 
 follow us @pmci_ssa! 



 



 
 



ARCHIVE
(noun)

What is an archive?



ARCHIVING
(verb)

What is archiving?



Archives



Archives



Archives
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Archives







Place-based archives



Place-based archives



Place-based archives





PMCA MISSION & GOALS:
Empower Harlem 
grassroots culture makers 
to Document, Share, 
Access, and Connect

Host digitized cultural 
assets related to Harlem 
place, memory, and culture 
- especially assets from 
communities of color

Resist archival 
gatekeeping practices via 
an accessible platform

Seed and steward in the 
Harlem community 



Partner contributions

Partners Contributions

CCCADI - Interviews with archive team

HCA - Oral History videos
- Interviews of Harlem architects

SHN! - Harlem church archives

UGC - Small Business Histories project

PMCI - Interviews with partners
- Studios: syllabi, lectures, student 
work









*         COLLECTIONS           *  



*            ITEMS              *  



MY ITEMS | 
MY COLLECTIONS

Free write (5 mins)
What do you want to gather, organize, preserve?

How far along are you in that process?



*       TRIVIA!       *
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STORAGE &
DATA BACKUP

Where do you keep your materials now?
What space(s) do you have?

Physical vs digital



3
2

1

copies
in case copies are 
corrupted or compromised

media
eg. local storage, 
cloud, disk, or tape

off-site
isolate backup data from 
any single point of failure

3-2-1 backup rule



Omeka

Social 
media

publicprivate

…
more ownership
ease of use
maintenance
storage costs
physical space Cloud

DesktopHard Drive

Folders Shelves 

Boxes, crates

Notebooks 



Omeka

Social 
media

publicprivate

…
more ownership
ease of use
maintenance
storage costs
physical space 

CloudDesktop
Hard Drive

Folders 
Shelves 
Boxes, crates

Notebooks 



Vulnerabilities



Vulnerabilities



Vulnerabilities



Documenting stories



Changarrito del Barrio, “Small Business Histories”, Carey King (Uptown Grand Central) 
with Pedro Cruz Cruz and Ariadna Vazquez



Find a photo you took in Harlem, if you have one.

What would you want 
someone in 2225 to 
know about your 
photo? 

Imagine it is 2225, 
what would you want 
to know about the 
photo?

Collective memory



Metadata example …



THANK YOU
www.harlemdigitalarchive.com



SELECT RESOURCES
“Questions for Building an Archive”: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KAtVgylLIogvflBFxtgJEM514wOR4Z-ueWD6R4kYAmQ/
edit?usp=sharing

“Archival Research,” in Transformative Justice Toolkit: 
https://belonging.berkeley.edu/transformative-research-toolkit/archival-research

Build Your Archive: https://www.buildyourarchive.com/getting-started 

Collections Care guide, Library of Congress: 
https://www.loc.gov/preservation/care/index.html 

Omeka Vocabulary and Tipsheet: https://omeka.org/files/docs/OmekaWorkshopTipSheet.pdf

Request the resources above at harlemdigitalarchive@gmail.com.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KAtVgylLIogvflBFxtgJEM514wOR4Z-ueWD6R4kYAmQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KAtVgylLIogvflBFxtgJEM514wOR4Z-ueWD6R4kYAmQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://belonging.berkeley.edu/transformative-research-toolkit/archival-research
https://www.buildyourarchive.com/getting-started
https://www.loc.gov/preservation/care/index.html
https://omeka.org/files/docs/OmekaWorkshopTipSheet.pdf


Omeka installation: folders and files packaged together in one main directory on your server that work together to 
build an Omeka website. 

Item: the basic unit of an Omeka site. An item can be anything: a photograph, a work of art, a person, an idea. You’ll 
describe each item, and you can upload files to represent it, too. You’ll build your Omeka site by assembling items. 

Collection: a set of items that you’ve grouped together. Your Omeka site can have multiple collections, but an 
individual item can only belong to one collection at a time. 

Exhibit: a tour of your items, which can be organized thematically, chronologically, or however you want. Each exhibit 
has pages, which can be nested. A page can have text, a group of items, or a group of items with text. You can have 
multiple exhibits, and items can belong to multiple exhibits. 

Item Type: an item can be many different things, like a photograph, a website, a book, or a person. An “item type” is 
the kind of thing the item is – still image, audio recording. You can choose from a built-in list of item types, or you can 
create your own. 

Simple Page: a web page on your Omeka site that isn’t part of an exhibit or item. For example, you can add an 
“About” page using Simple Pages. 

Vocab sheet


