
Reimagining The Sidewalk: Lenox Avenue Culture

116th Street, the heart of “Le Petit Sénégal” in Harlem, 
reflects a vibrant West African immigrant community 
with a strong Islamic cultural and religious presence. At 
the intersection with Malcolm X Boulevard stands Masjid 
Malcolm Shabazz, a multipurpose cultural center serv-
ing Black Muslim communities and a beacon for African 
Muslim immigrants. Across the street, the former Har-
lem World Club, once a cornerstone of hip-hop culture, 
now houses a school but lacks street-level engagement. 
Our proposal reimagines the corridor between these 
two landmarks as an African diasporic Muslim space, 
strengthening connections between the mosque, the 
neighborhood, and the community by repurposing the 
club’s ground floor to foster social interaction, cultural 
expression, and support for immigrants.


